GATEWAY   TO   GREATNESS
her pro-Spanish policy. This was too much even for the common
people. They looked around for a national hero, a " man of the
hour," and discovered one in the robust personality of Dona Joao,
the Master of Avis. The Lisbon crowds rose as one man in his
support, acclaimed him King and for a while Portugal had two
kings, Juan of Castile and Joao of Avis. Dom Joao became a hero,
and if one has to charge him with the murder of Leonor's lover,
Ourem, and to hold Nun' Alvares as being in part responsible for
this crime in that he was among the first to advocate Ourem's
removal, one can only plead in defence of Dom Joao and Nun'
Alvares the need of the Portuguese to retain their independence,
the will of the people, the character of the " Lady Eleanor " and the
rough justice of the times. Dom Joao, as Governor " and Defender
of the Kingdom ", formed a separate government, selecting an
English merchant as his treasurer, the " House of Twenty-four "
(the famous Casa dos Vinte e Quatro) to represent the voice of the
people of Lisbon, Joao das Regras as chancellor and Nun' Alvares
as his military and personal adviser.
Civil war raged for nearly two years.   It ended with the rout of
Castile at Aljubarotta, at a point where the great Serra da Estrela
finally sinks into the plains, on the evening of the Day of the Vigil
of the Assumption on August 14, 1385.   Dom Joao's plan of battle
was a clever adaptation of that of the Black Prince at Poictiers a
generation earlier.   He had a small force only at his disposal, some
2,000 lances, 4,000 foot, 800 crossbowmen and a few hundred
English archers in the service of John of Gaunt and led by three
English squires.   The Castilians, among them a strong contingent
of French knights, numbered over 30,000.   Nun' Alvares com-
manded the Portuguese van and by nightfall the rout of Castile
was complete.   Juan fled.   Nowadays Joao das Regras is looked
upon as the Patron of Portuguese jurists.   To him is owed the
legitimisation of the candidature of Dom Joao I, who, strictly
speaking, had no claim whatsoever to the Crown of Portugal. * The
real, legitimate heiress was undoubtedly Beatriz.   Joao das Regras'
successful effort to obtain priority for the independence of Portugal
over the incontestable rights of the legitimate descendant was
terolutionary even for the Middle Ages.   The future of the
Portuguese crown was decided by Cortes at Coimbra in March,
1385, on the eve therefore of Aljubarotta.   Leonor, as Regent,
the throne but withdrew in favour of her daughter, Beatriz